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Skinners Steps

Cupar, KY15 4DZ
sustainablecupar.org.uk

Minutes
Time and Date: 
9th November 19:30

Venue:


Cupar Fire Station

Present: 


 Jenny Collins, Jim McLeish, Sarah Davidson, Joy Nicolson, Rob Brodie, Lindy MacLean, Bryan Rollo

Apologies: 
Debbie Payjack, Erica Benson, Keith Harding.
	
	Action

	1. Minutes of the previous meeting agreed by:

	SD
JMcL



	2. Orchard Walk
Liming – Elmwood College have recommended the Clydeside Trading Society.  Sarah has contacted them and the price is £5.60 for 2.5 kg.   From the estimated size we would need 15 bags.  It was debated whether the area around the trees could be limed.  The PH of the soil is suitable for blueberries which could be planted in the non limed areas.  There is a possibility that Bryan may know a different supplier.  The liming would need to be done during the winter.

Sewage – The response from the FOI was disappointing.  The response said that the issue had been investigated cleared and that if it happens again they will clear again but this related to the last overflow rather than the ongoing issue.  The response also said that there was no plans to invest at this time as it is external flooding.  The group were unsure what was meant by external flooding. 

What is an acceptable number of times for the sewers to overflow?  It seems to be occurring when there is heavy rainfall.  Jim suggested we should monitor the area and there were concerns within the group that given the nature of the community orchard we should look to fence off the areas where the overflow occurs to ensure that the Orchard remains suitable for all ages?

It was agreed that Jim will contact Councillor Kennedy for advice following their response to the copy of the FOI. 

Bulbs - £260.00 out of the £300 pounds allocated for bulbs has now been spend.  Joan, Jim, Nicky, Norma, Sarah and Joy planted the recently purchased native bluebells along the walk. 
	Jim

	3. Board
The quote for the boards has come in at half the price of the Original quote from Osprey.  Signfix are charging £240 for the board itself and are charging at cost only.  The frame and placement is at a cost of £350.  There has been a £9 Library cost for reproducing the Orchard map.   There is also the cost of the graphics. 

There is £1077.44 left from the grant,  which is not enough for another bench but there is the possibility of maybe a table.  The other possibility would be of using the board by Dave McKean at the other end of the walk.  Sarah will cost out the possibilities.  She will also contact the council to check whether it is ok to complete the spending in the next financial year.   This can be discussed at the next meeting in December.  If we were able to use the money for a table then it would be great if this could be up in time for the Wassailing.
	Sarah


	4. Orchard Survey
This is going quite slowly, there are 59 Orchards to survey and 19 have been done and checked so far,  there's a further 6 surveys which need checking and 3 – 6 not logged, Rob will send out some dates.
	Rob

	5. Meeting Format:
With the new format being in FAB precludes being in the town meeting.  It also causes issues for some who can't make the 19:30 start but would prefer to be only FAB members.   The group would like to suggest that the new format ( ie Town/FAB groups followed by Sustainable Cupar meeting ) takes place only every second meeting. 


	

	6. Any Other Current Business
Rob would like to make some Cider this year, get in touch with him if you are interested.

Thanks also to Rob for the Apple Leather which he brought to the meeting.


	All



Meeting closed at:20:45

Next meeting date: 14 December 2016

Signed: ....................................................................................... Date: ............................................


   Group Coordinator
12 December 2016
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